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FACTS ABOUT PENNHURST STATE SCHOOL AND HOSPITAL

Pennhurst State School and Hospital is a large institution for
mentally handicapped citizens of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. In
addition to offering diagnosis, care, treatment, education, and training,
the institution is attempting to develop comprehensive research programs
related to psychological, physical, psychiatrical, neurological condi-
tions and complications which effect the course of the patients develop-
ment and general welfare. Our predominant efforts are making great
strides in research into causes and prevention of birth defects besides
general medical care, rehabilitation, and training for the present patients.
The institution is owned and supported by the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania. It is located adjacent to Spring City, Pennsylvania, a community
of approximately 4,000 citizens. The institution is situated on a hill top
overlooking the Schuylkill River in Chester County. Pennhurst is 35 miles
northwest of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a city well-known for its
cultural and educational advantages. Transportation to Philadelphia is
available via the Reading Railroad or by automobile through Valley
Forge Park and the Schuylkill Expressway. Driving time to center city is
approximately 50 minutes to one hour.

This location offers an ideal living and working situation for
professionals who are interested in working in a progressive institution
for the mentally handic apped.

The patient population at Pennhurst State School and Hospital
numbers approximately 3000. This resident population is extremely het-
erogeneous as evidenced by the fact that practically every known mental
retardation syndrome and many biological, hereditary developmental de-
fects and neuro-psychiatric complications are found in the population.
This provides a unique opportunity for researchers in psychiatry, neurol-
ogy, and pediatrics as well as those in other para-medical specialties to
study the problems from a wide variety of human subjects. Such research
is encouraged, both on an individual and cooperative basis, with the
nearby institutions.

Challenging teaching and research opportunities are available to
interested applicants in the areas of Medicine, Nursing, Psychology,
Social Work, Psycho-Sensory Habilitation, including Speech and Hearing
Services, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Special Education,
and therapeutic activities such as: Industrial Therapy and Recreation,
Vocational Rehabilitation, and other patient oriented para-medical spe-
cialties. Unique opportunities for researchers, clinicians, and educators
to further develop and refine their skills are available to qualified appli-
cants.

Excellent training and experience opportunities are also available
to those interested in careers as cottage and ward life attendants.



ON-GOING ACTIVITIES and PROGRAMS

Research presently at Pennhurst State School and Hospital is part
of the continuing effort of the staff to contribute to the field of

"mental retardation and behavior sciences. Studies in anthropology,

genetics, dermatology, immunology, clinical and vocational psy-
chology, speech and hearing, and podiatry, represent some of the
completed and continuing investigations.

Within the past year the institution has been awarded two Federal
grants. A $25,000 National Institutes of Mental Health grant sup-
ports the ‘‘Advanced Attendant InService Training Program’’ and
another $100,000 award has been received for ‘‘Improvements in
Psycho-Sensory Habilitation Services”’.

A teaching clinic in psychiatry, neurology and general medicine
related to mental retardation for the junior medical students of
Hahnemann Medical College is being conducted on a regular month-
ly basis.

A teaching clinic in dermatology for graduate medical students of
The University of Pennsylvania is being conducted on a regular
schedule.

Affiliation programs with medical schools and Residence Training
in Psychiatry and Neurology and Allied Fields are presently in the
process of development.

A Professional Inservice Training Program and a proposed Resident
Training Program for physicians in psychiatry and neurology will
provide opportunity for continuing professional improvement.

Programs with universities and affiliated facilities for mental re-
tardation and neuro- psychiatric and social studies are in process.
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Pennhurst programs include medical and appropriate related ser-
vices and therapies to provide for physical, mental, neurological,
psychological and social improvement of the individual at various
levels.

‘“Pennhurst programs for the severely retarded include habit train-
ing, motor coordination training, self-help lessons, and activities
in daily living. These are offered to prevent regression, stimulate
maturation, and to reduce the patient’s degree of dependency.’’

An Intensive Educational Tutoring Program for the multiple-handi-
capped patients is provided.

An Intensive Training and Rehabilitation Program for Blind and
Visually Impaired patients was initiated in 1966.

An Oto-Oral Clinic has been established to evaluate individual
cases for participation in psycho-sensory programs.

A new Administration and Research Building will house staff of-
fices, clinics, and research facilities.

Pennhurst staff members participated in Mental Retardation Plann-.
ing Studies which served as some of the basis for the Pennsylvania
Mental Health-Retardation Act of 1966.
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AERIAL VIEW OF PENNHURST STATE SCHOOL AND HOSPITAL




OPPORTUNITIES for MEDICAL ADVANCEMENT

Five Medical Schools are located in Philadelphia:

1. University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine offers graduate
studies in various branches of medicine either on day or evening
basis.

2. Jefferson Medical College offers various post-graduate courses in
the evening.

3. Temple University School of Medicine offers graduate study in
different branches of medicine.

4., Hahnemann Medical College offers special courses in medicine on a
regular basis.

5. Womens’ Medical College offers periodic short courses, available
during the daytime.

The above medical colleges also have Schools of Nursing with
diploma or degree programs.

Inquiry can be made at the Dean’s Office of each Medical School
respectively.

Philadelphia Area Hospitals

In addition to each medical school having its own college or university
hospital, there are other outstanding hospitals in the Philadelphia area,
some of which are listed below:

1. Eastern Pennsylvania Psychiatric Institute at Henry Avenue and
Abbottsford Road is one of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s
new multi-million dollar psychiatric research and treatment centers.
Presently the above named five medical colleges have their teaching
and research units in this institute.




Eastern Diagnostic and Evaluation Center is a 200 bed psychiatric
center designed for psychiatric diagnosis and evaluation of children.
It is located adjacent to the Eastern Pennsylvania Psychiatric
Institute.

Philadelphia General Hospital is one of the largest city hospitals
on the East Coast of the United States, with teaching and research
facilities. Presently, three medical schools are utilizing its re-
sources for teaching and training in every specialty of medicine.

St. Christopher’s Hospital - This hospital is presently a part of
Temple University School of Medicine. The staff are faculty mem-
bers of the Temple University, Department of Pediatrics.

The Childrens’ Hospital of Philadelphia - This hospital works
closely with the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Medicine.
Most of staff are faculty members of the University.

Wills Eye Hospital is one of nation-wide known neurological and
sensory study and treatment centers. It is also a division of the
Temple University, School of Medicine.

The above mentioned medical facilities are available for energetic

and enthusiastic individuals who wish to further their professional spe-
cialty in psychiatry, neurology, pathology, pediatrics, general medicine,
etc. while serving as staff physicians at Pennhurst State School and
Hospital. Highly qualified physicians are encouraged to join the Faculty
of the Universities and staff of the Institution. As matter of fact, several
of our present staff are holding academic positions on nearby University
Faculties.

Unusual opportunity is provided for those who have the desire to

pursue investigations and studies in their particular specialty or field of
interest to meet their Specialty Board Certification Requirement.

Medical specialty personnel fromthe nearby mentioned universities

are available for consultation in treatment and research activities in all
branches of medicine.



OPPORTUNITIES for PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT in the
ALLIED AREAS

Pennhurst State School and Hospital is located near many excel-
lent fully accredited colleges and universities offering both graduate and
undergraduate work related to preparation for degrees and professional
improvement in the areas of mental retardation and mental health. Course
offerings are available at the following institutions on a day basis, and
very often on an evening basis. Courses in Nursing, Psychology, Social
Work, Speech and Hearing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Vocational Rehabilitation, Special Education, and Recreation, can be
pursued at one or more of the following institutions.

Pennsylvania State University (Campus Extensions)
University of Pennsylvania
Temple University

Bryn Mawr College

West Chester State College
Millersville State College
Villanova University
Lehigh University

Ursinus College
Muhlenberg College
Albright University
University of Delaware

Financial assistance for qualified applicants is provided by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania through a Professional Education Program
for graduate degree candidates and a Tuition Reimbursement Program for
those who wish to pursue individual courses for professional improve-
ment.



SALARY RANGE
(Effective January 1, 1967)

Psychiatric Physician I
Psychiatric Physician II
Psychiatric Physician III

Physician I
Physician II

Dentist I
Dentist II .

Social Worker I
Social Worker II
Social Worker III
Caseworker I
Caseworker II

Psychological Services Associate I
Psychological Services Associate II
Psychological Services Associate III

Psychologist I
Psychologist II
Psychologist III

Psychiatric Nurse Interne
Psychiatric Nurse I
Psychiatric Nurse II
Psychiatric Nurse III
Psychiatric Nurse IV
Psychiatric Nurse V

Attendant Trainee
Attendant I
Attendant II

Licensed Practical Nurse I
Licensed Practical Nurse II

Psychiatric Nursing Director I
Psychiatric Nursing Director II

Psychiatric Nursing Instructor I
Psychiatric Nursing Instructor II

16,170
17,839
19,664
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16,170
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14,757
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AN INVITATION TO INTERESTED APPLICANTS

Write, call or visit, Leopold A. Potkonski, M.D., Superintendent, Penn-
hurst State School and Hospital, Spring City, Pennsylvania 19475 - Tele-
phone: Area Code 215 - 948-3500.
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F ~ This booklet was collated and assembled by the patients of l?elinhurst ‘
i - State School and Hospital.
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